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Annual YMCA Centennial Awards reception “Green and on the Scene” honors environmental leaders  
 

Princeton, August 21, 2009 – The Princeton Family YMCA will 
host its annual Centennial Awards reception on Tuesday, 
October 27 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at the Greenacres Country 
Club in Lawrenceville.  The Centennial Award is named in 
honor of the YMCA of Princeton’s 100th year of service to the 
Princeton region, celebrated in 2008.  Each year, a theme is 
selected that corresponds to one of the YMCA’s four core 
values of caring, honesty, respect and responsibility.  In 2009, 
the value of responsibility, represented by the color green, is 
highlighted as part of “Green and on the Scene. 
 

Co-chaired by Donald E. Elefson of Princeton and Diana B. 
Garrett of Ringoes, the 2009 event will recognize the 
achievements of six local environmental leaders who were 
nominated by members of the public and selected by a volunteer 
panel.  They are Peter Abrams of Princeton, an artist and 
founder of Modern Metal Work; Richard Goldman, Esq. of 
Titusville, Chairman, D & R Greenway Land Trust; Eleanor 
Horne of Lawrenceville, Co-president of the Lawrence 
Hopewell Trail; Wendy Kaczerski of Princeton, Chair, 
Princeton Environmental Commission; Becky Taylor of 
Hopewell, Co-president, Lawrence Hopewell Trail; and Jim 
Waltman of Hopewell, Executive Director, Stony Brook-
Millstone Watershed Association. 
 

The awards presentation will again be conducted entirely by 
young people who have participated in YMCA programs and 
directly benefited from them. They will serve as the program’s 
moderators and will present the awards.  Before the event, each 
presenter will have interviewed his or her honoree to learn about 
the honoree’s work, passions, and accomplishments that have 
shaped his or her character and contributed to his or her personal 
and professional successes. 
 

“I’m so pleased to be leading this event again this year,” said 
Don Elefson, a co-chair, “I believe that the better your YMCA is, 
the better your town is, so I’m honored to help make our YMCA 
the best it can be.”  According to Elefson’s co-chair Diana 
Garrett, the awards presentation is like no other.  “Everyone loved the inaugural event last year because the format is 
very unique and compelling.  The kids bring a special perspective.  The YMCA is about helping young people grow 
strong – and I can’t think of a better way to grow in spirit and mind than spending time learning from one of our 
remarkable honorees.” 
 

Proceeds from the Centennial Awards support the Princeton Family YMCA’s continued efforts to provide enriching 
experiences for thousands of area residents each year – helping them grow in spirit, mind and body through a wide 
range of activities and programs.  The Princeton Family YMCA is committed to the holistic development of children 
and youth, healthy lifestyles for all, and family strengthening. 
 

For sponsorship information or to receive an invitation, contact Denise Soto at the Princeton Family YMCA at 609-497-
9622 x209 or visit www.princetonymca.org. 

### 
 
The Princeton Family YMCA is a charitable organization dedicated to building strong kids, strong families and strong communities. For more information about 
YMCA programs visit www.princetonymca.org or call 609-497-9622 x204.   

 
 


